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Pickens County School Board Meeting
AGENDA 

THURSDAY, August 11, 2016
6:30 P.M. – Board Conference Center

91 D.B. Carroll Street • Jasper, GA 30143

I. Call to Order
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance
III.    Approval of Agenda
IV.   Recognition of Ms. Jacque Coxe  JMS Learning

Academy
V. Recognition of Mrs. Lynn Burns and

Mr. Clayton Burns  JMS Learning Academy
VI.    Recognition of Kelly Flatt   Outstanding CTI 

Coordinator (S. Purdy)
VII.  Superintendent Reports
A. Financial Update (A. Smith)
B. Operations & Construction (S. Gilleland)
C.      Attendance Update (S. Cantrell)

D. Student Achievement Update (L. Wallace)
VIII. Action Items

A. FY17 Local Board Training Plan, (L Perry)
B.  SPLOST Expenditures (P. Shea)
C.  Approval of Custodial Contract With ABM

(S. Gilleland)
D. Approval of Policies DFC and DIE (S. Greene)
E. Policy for Public Review (S. Greene)
F.  Surplus (S. Gilleland)
G.  Approval of Minutes

IX.    Executive Session
X. Approval of Executive Session Minutes
XI.    Approval of Personnel
XII.  Board Comments
XIII. Adjourn

By Angela Reinhardt
Staff writer
areinhardt@pickensprogress.com

As he toured Foothills
IGA, Georgia Commissioner
of Agriculture Gary Black
was visibly excited about the
Marble Hill grocer’s strong
participation in the Georgia
Grown initiative, launched
five years ago to support
Georgia’s agriculture com-
munity. 

“This is great,” Black said
as he surveyed posters hang-
ing in the produce section
that tout peaches and other
“Georgia Grown” certified
produce. “Jeff and his team
are doing such a good job.” 

An end display showcases
some of the over 200 Georgia
Grown products featured in
the east Pickens store –
Geraldine’s Cheese Straws,
Tiger Mountain wines, items
from Nora Mill Granary in
Helen, Wisham Jellies, Unico
Preserves, Abby J’s salsa and
many others. 

Georgia Grown okra,
Springer Farms chicken and
other items are found in the
produce and meat sections. 

“It’s something we initi-
ated to support Georgia
grown and local companies,”
said Foothills IGA owner Jeff
Downing. “We like to have a
variety of things you
wouldn’t find in other stores.
We have tourists come
through as well, especially in
the fall, and they like to take

home items that are unique to
Georgia.” 

Georgia growers and pro-
ducers who grow, source and
package their goods in the
state can register and be cer-
tified as a Georgia Grown
member through the Georgia
Department of Agriculture.
When approved, the farm or
business can use the Georgia
Grown logo and the product
is marketed through Georgia
Grown publicity. 

There are over 900 Geor-
gia Grown license holders in
the state. 

Black said since he
launched the program the
Georgia Department of Agri-
culture has had good feed-
back from farmers and
producers who are members.

Outside of the supermar-
ket, in the state’s school
lunchrooms, Black said by
2020 his department wants to
see 20 percent of every
school meal be Georgia
Grown certified. 

“This is a big goal, but we
think we can make it happen
and support our agriculture
community while getting
local food to children,” he
said. “It’s not like we’re
going to come in and force
hands or anything, but we
want to encourage it.”

Learn more about the
Georgia Grown program at
www.georgiagrown.com,
where you can find a list of
Georgia Grown members and
retailers. 

Georgia’s Commissioner of Agriculture Gary

Black, Foothills IGA owner Jeff Downing and Pick-

ens County’s State Rep. Rick Jasperse in front of

IGA’s Georgia Grown display.

All-Pro Dads gather at Jasper Elementary

Since August of 2015, a
group of dads have been all-
pros, at least in the eyes of
their kids once a month on
the Jasper Elementary cam-
pus.

A program hosted by the
Big Canoe Men’s Fellowship
invites the dads to come on
campus and have breakfast
and a program with their kids
on a monthly basis.

The content of the pro-
gram is an upbeat, social
message, meant to boost pos-
itive feelings for the kids and
to offer time for them to so-
cialize with their fathers or
guardians.

Between 10 to 20
dads/guardians usually attend
and the group has seen as
many as 35 of the adults
show up with their kids.

All Pro Dads is a national
program brought here by the
Big Canoe men’s group after
a member, Keith Scott, heard

about it at a talk given by na-
tional founder (former NFL
coach) Tony Dungy.

“Being a father of two
sons who each have two
sons, I thought the best thing
our men’s fellowship could
do is to create an opportunity
for dads on a regular basis to
be involved in their kids’
daily lives,” Scott said.

At the talk by Dungy,
Scott immediately recog-
nized the impact this could
have by setting aside specific
times, before parents rush
into their daily schedules, to
spend with their kids.

“We recognize that dads
are pulled every day,” Scott
said. “We wanted to created
one opportunity as easy as we
can make it for them to be
there and walk to class with
their kids and see what goes
on in the school.”

A newsletter from the na-
tional program described it

like this, “ Every month dads
and kids gather for breakfast
at over 1,300 chapters across
the United States and several
other countries. One of the
most important activities
done each month is what I
did with my kids, called the
Pride Exercise, where fa-
thers/father figures publicly
affirm their child. After that
moment I committed myself
to regularly telling my kids
why I was proud of them.
That one thing changed me as
a dad and I know the consis-
tent affirmation my kids re-
ceive as a result will change
how they view themselves.”

Jasper Elementary Princi-
pal David Wilds said  the pro-
gram has made a positive
impact on the kids and it cre-
ates a good avenue to get the
community more involved.

Generally moms are the
ones who come to campus so
this has been a great way to
bring the dads to the school,
the principal said.

The Big Canoe group
takes care of all set-up each
month and general organiza-
tion. They know that teachers
and administrators are al-
ready busy, so they make this
as easy on them as possible.

The Big Canoe Men’s Fel-
lowship is interested in any
other school that would like
to host All Pro Dads once a
month. 

“We are able and have
budgeted some seed money
to get any other school that is

interested started,” said Scott. 
E-mail the men’s fellow-

ship at
mensfellowship@BigCa-
noeChapel.org. More infor-
mation on the program in
general can be found at 
allprodad.com

Some folks like to imagine the words “religion” and “dogma” to

be bad words, and they might dismiss those of us who find

comfort in these ideas.  But other folks might be wishing that our

world had more respect for God and that there was more moral

clarity in our times.  The word “dogma” originally meant “opinion,”

so if you insist that our world will be better without religion or

dogma, then that is kind of your own personal dogma, isn’t it?

Perhaps a better word might be “doctrine,” which means

“teaching.”  Ah, but whose teachings?  Keep in mind that the

word “religion” means “bound,” but if you know our Lord, then

you might find yourself wanting to be bound to Him by His

teachings.  The word “religion” also means “reverence” and again

there may be those out there who are probably thinking the world

could stand to be a bit more reverential towards God, truth,

tradition, life, and eternal moral concepts. 

We know that some folks want to feel good and to have the

liberty to do whatever they want.  But others may be looking for

something more permanent, more lasting, more essential.  If that

appeals to you, then you might consider visiting us for a few

Sundays.  We are Our Lady of the Mountains Roman Catholic

Church in scenic Jasper, Georgia,olmjasper.com.

Rocco’s Pub
COMING SOON

Jazz
& Dinner
Wednesday Nights

6 - 9
706-253-1900 • South of Piedmont Hospital on Highway 515

Fine Dining Chinese Restaurant

28 Bill Wigington Parkway
Suite 103

Jasper, GA 30143
(Kroger Shopping Center)

Tel: 706-253-6828    Fax: 706-253-6808
CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Ag Commissioner applauds IGA’s 
dedication to Georgia Grown


